TROU  DU  GLAZ   -  GROTTE  ANNETTE  THROUGH  TRIP

By Jean-Philippe Grandcolas                                                                                              P176

1 LEVEL:  experienced cavers.  Fairly difficult route-finding.  You should take a survey with you. Take two 35m ropes, plus one extra in case of rescue, and slings to help rigging.

DURATION:  6 – 8 hours for 4 cavers.

2 From the trou du Glaz to P36, the route is the same as for the Glaz – Guiers through trip,  ie. main Glaz gallery (300m), then to the right, take the 3 puits de la Lanterne (10– 12– 13m), low passage (rabbit-run of the Polonais), then gallery (200m) to puits de la Lanterne 4 (PL4=10m). (see * below)

3  Go up to the edge of P36 (this pitch is on the Glaz – Guiers trip) and behind une lame (lit. thin strip) find the rigged hand-line. This rigged slide leads to a fine 300m gallery, two hand-lines on the left side give you complete safety to skirt the puits du Lac (50m down, 108m up) and P60, taking the mid-line to the left.

4 On the left ignore a fine crawl which comes out onto the puits Labour (60m).  The passage then climbs to the edge of the puits Fernand (25m) which you descend.  You can admire in passing the amazing change in the morphology of the passage.  At the top of the puits Fernand, the passage is a phreatic tube.  At the bottom the walls have a form which resembles a sponge.  It's a very different type of flood network.

5 Now the passage drops and you must go sharply up to the left onto the hand-line of la Grand Corniche1; next comes a web of rather tight rifts which are not difficult to negotiate, leading to a narrow 15m pitch in the dialase Annette, followed by a 5m rock-climb which you can get down without a rope.  This pitch drops into a passage , don’t take the downward path, go up.  Easy upward progress is broken by the puits de la Vire (pass using a hand-line to the left), and by the puits de la Varappe, rigged for a 6m climb.  A very pretty passage comes next.  Three cross-roads occur on the way, and you should follow this order: left, right, right.  After quite a low passage you reach the puits de la Gnôle (30m).                                    P178
6 After going down this pitch, and crossing over the puits Pourri by means of a rigged knotted rope (3m), you then have only to follow the tracks along the passage for about 700m.  At the start the passage seems fractured, the rock has been broken, the ground is littered with big boulders – this is the allée Cavalière, not very pleasant, but spacious.  After the start of low sloping passages, go up through a boulder-choke.  You reach a high point where the way on is not clear, but you thread your way through a passage which leads down to start with, a phreatic tube which you don’t leave till it ends.  

Threading your way through the two final boulder-chokes requires caution.  The scale of the task undertaken by the explorers hits you in the face.  Coming out of the last one, you will be surprised at the metallic structure which, I hope, will remain there for some considerable time.  Once there, the light of day will dazzle you (unless night has already fallen, of course!)

7 photo page 268
*The entrance gallery of the Glaz  poses no problems other than a fork.  Opposite you ignore the way to the Salle de Chartreuse, instead go left to a sunken passage; just after, you will find on the right a series of small pitches rigged with closed rings (anneaux scellés): the puits de la Lanterne, leading to a lower level of the Glaz.  The lower gallery of PL3 is tight at first (the rabbit-run of the Polonais).  Ignore the galerie de l’Ours on the left, then a            

fine straight phreatic passage is broken by a 10 m climb, PL4.  At its foot and 10m further on, the passage is cut by a huge shaft which is blocked and not very deep.  Go round it on the right to P36.

